How nurses make decisions regarding patient medication.
This study seeks to identify the cues used by nurses which enable them to make decisions regarding the administration of medication. The knowledge base which underpins practice is explored and the relationship between knowledge and practice is considered. The rationale for this study was provoked by the possibility that nurses may be given limited prescribing powers. If this becomes a reality, the nurse's role will involve high level decision making (Morris, 1994). It could be that, in the future, changes in the law on drug administration will affect all nurses on the professional register.